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RVE RELATIO! 


of two moſt ſtrange and fearefull Ac- 
cidents, lately happening, 


The one at Chagford in Dewonſbire, by the falling of th 
| Stanary Courthouſe, the 6. day of March laſt. | 


The other at Branſon within a mile of Barton von Trent in 
Staffordſhire, this preſent yeare 1618, 
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GODS ANGER AND 


ſearefull Iudgements, ſhewed in 
two places of this Land. the one at Branſon 


within a mile of Burton vpon Treat, in 34. 
fordfrire in Lent laſt, the other at Chag- 
fordin Denonſbire this preſent yeare 
of our LoD Gop, 1618. 


beer and terrible countenunct 
7 of God, of late hewed in this Land 
Me, i here -amongit bs, mep awaken bs 
£977 from the fall lepes of ſecurity, and 
"JAM > | urns ys tothe Lo2d by true repon- 

lm. Therefoze leaf his heauy 
Judgments inlike maner come bp⸗ 
= on vs at vnawares, and we be taken 
fodainely flip ing, let bs with the wiſe Uirgins in the 
Goſpell kindle our Lampes, that we may be found ready 
when our B:itegrome commeth in great glazy, to gine 
enery one as his wozks ſhall be. 

Fo2 we are to acknowledge and conſider, that the Lo2d 
hath not ceaſed from time to time, at his god will and plea- 
ſare, to ſend pzodigies and wonders inenery age, to foze 
warne and fozearme bs of his Judgements hanging ouer 
our heavs fo2 ſin: as appearcth by the late examplics decla- 
red amongſt vs. 

In the County of Stafford im the parifh of Burton bpan 
Trent,dwelled of late a fi — me ans, 

3 nunc 


Gods fearefull Iudgement 


and withall, ſo Miy and fimple, that be had not that (ati 
tient reaſon ofgouernment as the pounger had: by which 
meanes the old man, as it were offended at Gods 
dence difinherited the elder, and by will gaue his whole 
meanes to the younger, bpon binding hia to glue 
pearelp a certains ſtipend to his dumbe bzother. 

This condition t@od at the old mans veath as alegafe, 
the younger inherited, the elder diſpoſſefſod : the 3 onnger 
commanded, the elder obeped: the younger rich, the elder 


P@328. 

This was the partiall policte of wozldly wiſedome, but 
God theginer and beſtower of all god things,hereat much 
diſpleaſed, gave but ſmall ble ſſings to the poſſefſo; of theſs 
riches, Foz this young Neyꝛs in the midſt of his loyts bes 
ing richly marryed, was viſited with ickneſſe, and 
fruek(by the hand of God) ext n bats death, called then to 
minde the w2zongs done to his pos dumbs bother : and 
ere toꝛe fearing a deſerued inftice in the wozld to come, 
be returned backe ſome part of dis b2others right, and by 
— gaue him one halte of his lands and gods, and ſhoztly 

r dyed. 
Thus the younger bꝛother in the height of his pzoſper(- 
tte taking his laſt leave of the inconſtant vaine pleaſures 
and p;ofits of this incertaine wozid,left his wife ſole Cxe- 
cutrix ts perfozme his will e teſtament o2dained in behalfs 
of dis wzonged bzother : but hs (as many Exetutois and 
Dnerſerg doe) regarding nepther tight no; equitie, negle- 
tced to pcrfo:me the will of her deceaſed huſband: and to 
make her vniuſt dealings the moze frong within ſhozttime 
che married another huſband named Richard Criſpe, a man 


ſhewed in Staffordſhire. 


as it ſeems contented to take what he found and perccining 
ehe dumbe follow to be deſtitute of friends, became bis 
owne caruer, ano mol vninftly kept the dead mas will 
Unperſozmed : by which mcanes the dumbe fellow was 
kept in his foꝛmer ponerty,and fozced ta telvs ſtill the 
Dart allowance of his bzother and ſiſter in law, was 
almoT nothing at all. 

Tbeſs bniaft dealings paſſed on, untill ſuch time as the 
et of heauen loking downe and eſpying the vaconſciona- 
ble dealings of thts Richard Criſpe, and butuſt wzongs ſu- 
ſtained by the dumbs wzetch, became a gentle Judge, and 
toke the matter into his owne hands, befozs whoſe face 
gods bnlawfully gotten and detapned, together with their 
owners, are couſumed as ſtubble in the firs, and ſcattered 
abꝛoad as duſt in the winde. 

S0 happened ft with this Ricbarc! Criſpes eſtate: fog in 
January laſt, hauing tis goss and cattle about him in 
abundance, dis garners and barnes wcll ſtened with cozne, 
þis ricks and ſtacks of peaſo and hay furnithing his yards, 
and little remembzing from whence it came, noz fron 


tnperfagmed, oaks exampiaby> 

In January laft, as A ſaid befoze, thers beganne a moſf 
ſecret and ſtrange fire in the middle of a Peaſe Ricks 03 
Pouell, Fanding tu the pard of this Criſpe, conſu⸗ 
ming the talks and ũ tat, but leaning the Poaſe vuburnt: 
afterward with great biolenes it lew to a hay ffacke, in 
like manner waſting downe the ſams with ſuch eager fury, 
as it was mabd terrible ſo ſ&, leaving ſtanding vpzight w 
the , of the dar, a u pols eee fee 
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Al tre growing cloſe by the (ame, which was not ſo much 
xs once ſco2ched thererewith, after this the 
fire flew as it were with burning wings into a coꝛne barne 
where it kindled very ſtrange lx on the top of a beame in the 
middle bay, conſuming and burning inwardly the timber, 
and traw of the ſheafe likeiſ:, leaning thecozne vntou⸗ 
ched, as it extitocd all wonder ts behold, 

Therefoze X am here to inſert alikelihed, that it was 
not the negligence of man, but the angry hand of Cod, that 
w;ought this ficry example, foz whereſoeuer this Criſp 
wont, theffre as it were followed him, and ſ&med to fipg 
frem others that ſonght to quench it, nme ſenerall times 
began it againe to renew, and would not quite bee extin- 
guiſhed, vntill ſuch time as Criſp departsd his dwelling 
and went to remaine with a friend at the other part of the 
parith : in whoſs abſence,the peaſe and cone thus ſtrange⸗ 
ly left vnconſu ned, was ſifted and gathered together, but 
good d na bfe, no nat ſo much as feding foz hogges , fo3 
they would neither eate no2 come niert it: pet let vs iudge 
thebeft and cenſare as moztails map doe, and concluds 
that it was one ly the will of God, and a caſualty pzoc&- 
ding onelp from his dinine p2outtence. 

Bot againe to our matter: This Richard Criſpe, with- 
in a while after, hauing repaired what the fire had twaſted, 
returned agalne ts his dwelling houſe, pet nothing at all 
remembzing ſhe pooze dumbe fellowes w7;ongs , which 
ſate Uili in the boſome of hauen ſoliciting reucnge,whilft 
he both careics and dzeadleſſe of auy further miſhap enſus 
ing, went with dis wife ſafely (as hee thought) to bed, 
in (ds nriddle of night, the fre began to kindle in a cho&ſe- 
houſe ouerhis bed- chamber, and increaſed ſo ſodainelp, 
and with ſuch raging flercencs, that i: quickly over-mat- 
Ates mans helpe, and in a bery ſhozt time conſumed tho 
place oner which it firſt toeus hold, u ith other roomes 
adiopning to the ſame , burning inwardly , leaving the 
thateb of the houſes bntouched which lay as cooerings e- 
ner the ſame,where not the leaf part „ 
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with the ſmalleſt ſparke : which was as ls it ſæmes ano» 
ther iudgement of Gods anger laid bpon this man if with- 
out offence we map ſo ſpeake it. 

Pot fo; all this was his hard heart ns whit m2:l1ified.' 
but growing (ill blind in his owne coactous deſires, vatill 
ſach time as a third accident afſrtabtedbim moze then the 
fo2zmer two, which hapned ſome month after, and thu it 
befell: dis lolles being repapzed ide third time he teme to 
dwell in the ſame boaſe againe, where within a day oz two 
after his comming, the fire began as befo2e, to kindle and 
take hold of a certaine out-hon's, where his cmptp,watins 
oz carts ſtood fo; th: iter of ſoule weathe r, but ſutih was the 
raging fury thereof, that it ſodainly grew paſt all helpe 
of ſaying the ſame, and withall a further Judgement haps 
ned thereon fo; theſe cmpty waines oʒ carts which befoze 
were wont fo bee dzawn: fozth by one oz two men at the 
mot, were at this time growne ſo heaup, that ten oz 
twelne were not ſufficient te doe it, by which meanes 
= were quite conſumed as they ſtod and burned inte 

es. 

Surely this was the wozke onely of Gods hande, the 
third time effected ta the great fearce of all the beholders, 
let no man therefoze thirke to eſcape unpuniche d, 82 by 
any pollicy fr himſelfs from Gods Juſttce, that thus 
makes an intended purpoſe, to defeat the Helpleſe inno- 
cent, Dzphan, oz Widow, on by power and authozity 

goes about 19'contravice the Teſtament of the dead, fo; 
there can de na moze ſhame, noz greater initary fo a coun- 
tryes gonernment, then in ſo doing; and in lo doing, th 
pe are opp3eſſed and the rich not bleſſed. | 
Asfoz example, this vnfozfunatoznan whoſs eſtate be - 
ing thus much tmpoueriſhed, is now become ( as it is re- 
pozted) ſozrowfull and repentant , and moſt willing to 
fatilfis to the vttermoſt of his power, all the Logacies gi- 
nin and bequeathed bp hts pzedeceſfo2 his wines: fo:mer 
huſvamd, and ta most wtiitingtocantented to perfozme all 
daes and rites belonging to the pee dumbe Creature, 
L 2 whoſe 
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whoſe wzongs no doubt bane entred heaven gates, and 
pꝛocured gods Juſtice to ſtand his veſt Arbitratoz, 


Thus by all humane reaſon can wenootherwiſe thinke, 


but that theſe foze-paſſed accidents e ſt: ange Judgements 
of Gad, areſentvs foz examples of puniſhment, to dziue 
all other from the like wickednes , pet (ome there bee (A 
doubt) will gine but ſmoll credence , and hardly beloene 
the teſtimony by which they are pabliſhed : which incre- 
dulity and contempt of Gods w2ath, p2ocedeth from our 
ſinnes, our fling ſinnes, from which our dzcaming 
wozl be rouz'd vp if we would but relent at 
1 uch like le ar fall menaces, and thus much fog 
the . : 

And now fo: my ſecond , which hapned at Chagford in 
Deuonſhire, where by the fall of the @tanaery court houſe, 
many good and wo:ſhipſull Gentlemen received their 
doames of hard miſfo:tune, as is verified, which thzough 
the curſed im2ecation of a periycd waetch fell vpon them: 
therefoze with pour patience, J will inſert (ome fiw ex, 
amples of ike feare and miſchance, to make the matter 
it fzlfc bzing with it a truer touch of trembling terroz, 


A? the name of God it ſelfe is moſt glozions, ſo 
ſhould we not vſe it but with trembling and feare, 
koʒ the Lo2d ſaith he, ſhall be p;zonounced guilty that tas 
keth his name in vaine. | 
As foz txample, J baut read of two young men, ans- 


king but a teſt. of Oads moſt glozious name, ſtrtues whe-- 


ther of them could ſtwcare mot terribleſt, oz curſs mo 
hozribleft, but their ieſtng wes fo options in Gods fight, 
that one of them was pꝛeſentiy ſtoken with madneſſe, the 
ether with ſodainedeath. | 

There was auother within theſe few yeares in the 
No2th of England, that deviſed new oatbes, ſuch as wer 
not common in vie, whersvpon the Lozd' ſent a canker, 
that ſoone eat ont his tungue enen the very inſtrument 


_wherowlthhe blaſphomed God, therofoze woe dd that it 
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(s enfil teaſting with Gos reuerente, foz they that ble it 
cannot eſcape due puniſhment, 

Diners other fearefull tndgements againft this maſt 
vild finne of curſing , (wearing and foz\wearing, are left 
re coded fo; examples ta vs: as of acertaine ais, who 
viſobeping her Mothers commandement, her Mother cur 
ſed her ſaping : The Diuell take thee, And the ſame houre 
the Diueil eatred into her and ſhee fell madde. 

In like manner there was a man in Friburg in 
Miſnia, who commanded his ſonne to goe aboat ſome bu⸗ 
ſineſſe, but heweglented to go with ſuch ſpœd as his Father 
commanded him, the Father ſell ta banning and curſing 
him with theſe o2 the like wozds. Did I bid thee goe in 
haſt, and ſtandeſt thou ſtill ? Now Rill mayſt thou find 1 
pray God, and neuer mayſt thou ſtirre out of that place! 
And pꝛeſentip  deauy tudgement fell vpon the Bonne. 
ſa that he was not a die to goe uc to bi dꝛatune away by a⸗ 
np ftrongth, but there he a ode foz the who's peares. 

J haue linewite read that ſoz taking Gods name in 
baine ſome haue beene blated with firc from hranen, ſame 
ſfeiciten with lang and ſtrange di esſes, ſome poſſeſſed of 
the Diuell, ſom haue had their indu hs as black as coles, 
and ſome ſuch fiery tongues that theo could not cloſe tdeir 
teeth, which they had (2 often opened to blaſphe me God, 

Thus haue vou heard the reward of pꝛophant ſwearing, 
and bitter curſes, wh re by Gods holy name is much dif 
honoared, ano the ſpeaker in danger of aammtion, where 
bnto J w ll now adde the late accident hapning at Chay- 
ford in Deuon(hire ypon Fciday the 6. of Parch laſt paſt, 
bpon which day his highnes Cort of Stannerpes being 
hol2cn_ the Court ſet, and great aſſemblies of © quires 
and Gortlcm-nthore pzeſent the Jurozs cal d, ſommond 
fo:th and ſwozne bpo!1 their oathes,. without parijalicy ta 
gtue vpright vervict : being thus charged, falſhood muſt 
needs be odious bath to God and man, and none but graces 
telſ{ wietches will be ſo impiaus us to pzeler the ſame vn 
to the ſeat of Julfice. | 
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But now marke the effect : There was (as it is repsz- 
ted) an enidencebzought in by a fellow, to which the Jury 
gaus but little truſt, the matter foz ſome ſpectall occaſion 
Ileaue concealed, and therefoze moſt fitly to be omitted: 
but to true it is the euidence giuer bzonght in, vpon his 
oath atalſe accuſation, in whoſe month, as it ſemd, a foz- - 
ged lye was ready, and there told ſach'an unlikely tale, 
that not only the Jury but the whole bench thought it to be 
moſt fabulous, and therefoze with god admoniitons de ſi⸗ 
red him to bes carefull , and 10 take good had vpan what 
grounds h twke his oath , pet notwithſtanding this au- 
dactous fellow deſtitute of all grace and goodneſſe , thus 
tempted the Lozds-anger, ſaying , if Jſweare 'amiſſe, 
(quot he) 83 if A ſpeake w2ongfully,let God J beſtech him 
make me a fearful! example to all pi tiur d wꝛetches, any 
that this houſe wherein J tand, may ſodainely fall vpon 
my head, and that the fall thereofmay bee ſeens to bee the 
tuſt judgement of God vpen me: Oh wofoll wiſh! Oh 
curſed dere Dh periur d homicide! Oh bild tempter 
of Gods anger ihus to ſolitite heauen ts black ! 
Foz no ſooner were theſe wozds ſpoken , but in hozt time 
after, the timber and walls of the houſe (though ſteming 
ffrong) the weather fatre and cleare, without either ſtozme 
oz tempeſt) ſobainelyfell downs , where by the fall and 
ouerthzow of this large timber building, this graceleſſe 
varlet with diners others, were ſoze bzuiſed and beaten to 
death, and the number of ſirteene oz ſganenta«ne moze 

phurt and wounded, ſome intheir armes, ſome 
in their legges, ſome on their heads fome on their backs, 
and other parts oftheir bodies, to the ge at danger of thcir 
lines, and that which is more lamentable to tell, certains 
Eſguires and Gentlemen of good calling, by the fall of the 
ſaid walls and timber, were ſodainly Rrooke dead, and 
thetr limbes almoſt beaten in peices, which ſodainncſſe of 
death, not oneiy amazed the whole Towne, but ſtrooke a 
tremiling fears. thzoughont all the neighbouring vil- 
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The p2incipall ot theſs Gentlemen which thus taffed of 
this rigo;0us hard miſſogtune; I will here make knowne, 
9s firſt, Paſter Nicholas Eueleigh Eſquire, it ward or 
the Court, a Gentleman of much vertue, and wel beloagey 
in that Country : alſo his two Clerkes, lohn Cleake and 
Richard Beere, foz whom is made much moane. Likewiſe 
ane Pater Richard Cortle Eſquire, and Coancsllour of 
the middle Temple in London. In lie manner wo Atturs 
neves of the Law, Paſter Timothy Moule, and Paſter 
Robert Milford, with ſome certaine others, felt the 
heauy burden of Gods Judgements, and had their bodies 
tuen bzuized to pieces, thzongh the inuoc ation ot this wics 
— wzetch thus incenſing Peanens anger, whom GOD 
92giue. 
Onelp, I muſt now ſpeaks of a wonderfull thing theres 
happening. In the midſt of this confuſed heape of timber, 
ſtone and earth, under which ſo many lay aughtered,thers 
was a poung Childe miraculouſly pꝛeſcrued, foz in the 
midf> of theſe men of maze able ftrength, which lay bzuized 
and beated to death, as it wers with their bzatnes daſhed 
out, was ſhe ſame Childe found ſafe and ſound, wherron 
appeared not ſo mach as the ſmallc# hurt that mightbo: 
pet iudge we charitably, God onety knowes the meanes 
of this Childes pzeſernation, and the cauſe of his heany 
ꝓunichment Hewed bpon the otters. 
Butnow-'to ſtrike terrour into the harts of the Readers, 
neuet was ſo great wet made in Chagford, foz ſo many 
god men couered auer with the ruinos of earth and fone : 
neuer were ſo many Gentlemen of account, Counſellours 
of wozth, Atturnepes and Clerkes of the Law, thus at uns 
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their fathers, dulbands fo} wines, wines fo; huſbanys, 
b;othors fa; bzathers, vea notti q but limentations rung 
peales of w2e, an> Fach a confafon of ſozrow poſſeſſed 
the people, that it was pittifull to ſe. 

Thus haue yon beard how God c iſt dotyne hi ire full 
band in this bnhappz towne, as onte hee did at ©x'o2y 
Sifes, wher:as in tikemaniter, there was ont Rowland 
Ienks, that foz ſpeaking certaine blaſphemous ſp&chrs a⸗ 
gainſt God and his ſorme our autour, pzocured bis in- 
dignation bp rapſing of a ſadaine ſtinking dampe amongſt 


them there pꝛeſent, thatboth the Judges of the Bell and 


Barom were immediately ſtifled and ſfrak dead, with 
man other Knights, Eſqutres, and Gentlemen of gꝰod 
rancke and c4iling,not one of the Jurp but there dye d im⸗ 
me>iatly, wittz many others, to the number of thz& hun- 
dzed atthe leaſt; beſide, the ſtench thereof bzed ſuch an 
tnfection inthe Coontep , that mn flue monthes following 
it was ſcarce clented. Theſe, and ſuch like wonderg God 
can doe, and where hee pleaſcth to ſtrike with his Aron 
hand, it bootes not bs lweake wozlvlings to reſift, there« 
foe let us with humble ſupplicetions', make cur (utes 
bnto God; that ve would kepe vs from ſodaine death and 
that we may haue time of repentance alwaiesinreavines, 
and that the vntimely confaſton of thcſs here gone befoze 
bs, may ber acon'inuall example, to put vs (aminde of 
Gods anger thzeamed againſt vs, ſo may we be ailreavp 
againft his mot gloztous comming. 

* Wat great canſe haue we that are heere lining to giue 
God thankes foz thus warning vs by other mens harmes : 
What loning and gentle admonitions hau: we recct- 
ued from the Counſeil of Chꝛiſt, that weſhouldnot take 
his name iu vaine, pot neither his counſell. the Patri 
arches; the Pꝛaphets, tho Cuangcliſts, and Apoſttes, noz 
the examples of vengeance,as haue bene bare ſhewed vn⸗ 
to vs, can wozkehapppameudment:how muchmoze tuſt⸗ 
ly then may the A od youre out {bis hot wꝛath and heauy 
diſpicaſursvpon vs, (hen on avy other Naticn about vs. 
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Theſe fo;epaſſed Judgements are heere retoꝛded onaly 
foz our inſttuttion and ſpedy amendment, Gall we then 
be cereleſſe e ſhall wee then be ſenceleſſe : hall wee gos to 
Law, and fo:\weare our ſelues fo; a little wozldly pelte : 


ſhall we ſpeake warily fo; feare of offending man, and 
not ke epe our tongues from offending heanen Leaue of 

I ſap, this vile vice of @wearing, it neuer did good ts 

any, giue it over in time, deale tuſtiy in all 
things; wee te not at all. and you ſhall 
neuer be fo:\wozne, which God 
grant foz bis glozious 
Names lake. 


Amen. 


